
Oak wood

Jhemp Bastin (Luxembourg), Pitt Brandenburger (Luxembourg), Ma’rti 
Faber (Hungary), Eva-Maria Jünger (Germany), Marie-Josée Kerschen 
(Luxembourg), Carmen Landuyt-Kill (Luxembourg), Wolfgang Metzler 
(Germany), Victor Popov (Kazakhstan), Sus an Putnam-Vüllers (United 
Kingdom), Joan Thimmel (Romania)

Councillor John LIBER tries his hand at the chainsaw during the 
inauguration. 

In 2001, it was under the impulse of Mrs Pia Klein that the non-profit 
organisation Groupe Animation Gare launched the first edition of a festival 
of in situ creation of wooden sculptures: this was the birth of the Gare Art 
Festival! No one could imagine the scope it would take over the years...



Sand

2003 : Bettino Francini teams up with Diana Manni (Italy), Alain Mila 
(France) teams up with Nathalie Zlatnik (Luxembourg), Cla Coray teams 
up with Urs Koller (Switzerland), Florence Hoffmann teams up with 
Heather Carroll (Luxembourg) and Fabrice Dziezuk (France) 
2004 : Dominika Griesgraber (Poland) teams up with Juan Carlos 
Segovia (Sweden), Gé Pellini teams up with Frédéric Ploussard 
(France), Florence Hoffmann (Luxembourg) teams up with Fabrice 
Dziezuk (France)

For the purposes of the creation, more than 120 tons of sand were dumped 
on the Place de la Gare. A first! Passers-by were puzzled, but curious. For 
the regulars of the place, this arrival has the merit of brightening up their 
daily life. Some of them even help the artists to shovel the sand into the 
forms of the future sculptures. 
A sandbox for children is set up near the artists. Will the proximity of the 
artists to the playground and the observation of the creative process have 
given rise to vocations?
In 2004, a record was broken! One of the statues, created jointly by 
Florence Hoffmann and Fabrice Dziezuk, was 9 metres long.

In 2005, Pia Klein approaches the artist Florence Hoffmann to offer her 
the position of artistic director of the festival. 
A little further down the landing, part of the huge mould that was used 
to create the work of the team of Florence Hoffmann, Heather Carroll 
and Fabrice Dziezuk (2003) is the only witness, along with the model of 
Heather Carroll (2004), of these two editions of creation in ephemeral 
matter.



Pierre calcaire

Sylvain Divo (France), Florence Hoffmann (Luxembourg), Wayne 
Markwort (United Kingdom), Roland Mayer (Germany), Michel Schiltz 
(Luxembourg) et Lele Trabb (Argentina)

The Argentinian sculptor Lele Trabb came accompanied by her son Nahuel, 
then aged 15. This is the first trip to Europe for the young Argentinean, 
who even took part in the creation.
The artist Michel Schiltz accidentally injured his hand with his grinder, 
so Florence Hoffmann accompanied him to the emergency room. While 
waiting for Michel to be treated, she sits down on one of the black skai 
seats in the waiting room. As she stood up, she noticed, amused, that the 
dust had left an imprint of her lower back and the seams of her clothing 
on the hospital chair.

The model of Florence Hoffmann’s work can be seen in the present 
exhibition. 
Roland Mayer’s Rundstab auf Quader can be seen in the sculpture trail 
(no. 12), as can Wayne Markwort’s Angel, the burden of hope (no. 17). 
The dust produced when carving stone can be very fine. It has been the 
bane of the local shopkeepers! As for the artists, it is imperative to protect 
themselves by wearing special masks with filter cartridges. Handling 
power tools, such as disk saws, can also be very dangerous. In addition, 
artists must be particularly careful to maintain their concentration because 
once cut or broken, the stone cannot be rebuilt.



Pierre calcaire

Daria Bokareva (Russia), David Bucio (Mexico), Florence Hoffmann 
(Luxembourg), Petre Petrov (Bulgaria), Michel Schiltz (Luxembourg) et 
Jang Sae Wook (South Korea)

To tease the organisers, the manager of the Oberweis pastry shop, located 
not far from the station, confided in them that she had the idea of calling 
her sandwiches «Gare Art Festival special spices» for the duration of the 
symposium. 
2006 marked the first heat wave of the Gare Art Festival. The heat on the 
mineral square of the train station became so unbearable that the working 
hours had to be adjusted according to the thermometer. 
Thus, the artists work between 6:00 and 11:30 am, then from 4:00 pm, 
and this, sometimes until 9:00 pm! Some passers-by even offer them ice 
creams to help bring down the temperature!

The models of the works by Florence Hoffmann and David Bucio are visible 
in the exhibition.
Petre Petrov’s work can be seen in the sculpture trail (no. 17). 
Since 2006, participation in the Gare Art Festival for international artists 
has been based on a competition. 



Oak wood

Jhemp Bastin (Luxembourg), Marie-Josée Kerschen (Luxembourg), 
Velislav Minekov (Bulgaria), Maurizio Perron (Italy), Michel Schiltz 
(Luxembourg) et Joan Thimmel (Luxembourg)

The wood supplied comes from the north of the country and oh surprise! 
Some artists discovered splinters in the logs! This wood actually comes 
from the region where the Battle of the Bulge took place in 1944-1945, 
which explains the presence of these splinters.
After the week of creation, the works are generally exhibited in the hall of 
the station. For example, Velislav Minekov’s sculpture will be on display 
there for about four or five years. If you look closely, you can still see its 
small black identification plate on the floor near the seats, which is now 
the only reminder of its presence. The seven hundred kilogram sculpture 
mysteriously disappeared without a trace.

Contemporary works by Jhemp Bastin can be seen in the exhibition, as 
well as in the sculpture trail (no. 8). 



Oak wood

Tom Flick (Luxembourg), Katarzyna Kot-Bach (Poland/Luxembourg), Alain 
Mila (France), Maurizio Perron (Italy), Flavia Robalo (Italy/Argentina), José 
luis Torres (Canada/Argentina) et Wouter Van Der Vlugt (Luxembourg)

The Turkish artist Yasam Sasmazer is selected to participate in the Gare 
Art Festival. Despite all the guarantees provided by the organisation, 
the Belgian authorities refused her visa. She was therefore unable to 
come, leaving her wooden log uncarved. By chance, Maurizio Perron, an 
Italian sculptor who had participated in 2007, came to visit the Gare Art 
Festival with his friend Alain Mila.  When they saw the untouched wood, 
they spontaneously decided to do something with it.  The result of this 
collaboration can be seen in the sculpture trail (no. 1). 
We are on the eve of the symposium. The sculptures are about to be 
completed. Suddenly, the weather changes, turns stormy and a mini-
tornado sweeps through the Place de la Gare, tearing down tents and 
knocking over some of the works! Everyone was stunned, but fortunately 
there was little material damage, apart from one or two destroyed tents.

José Luis Torres’ work, Temps instables, can be seen in the sculpture trail 
(no. 5), as can Flavia Robalo’s work, Chairs (no. 9). 



Aluminium

Marco Bustamante (Chili/Luxembourg), Bruno Del Olmo (Mexico), Florence 
Hoffmann (Luxembourg), Georgi Minchev (Bulgaria), Andrei Varabyou 
(Belarus) et Eduardo Waxemberg (Argentina)

The artists perceive that the public does not really understand what they 
are doing as they are working with flat aluminium plates. There is less 
interaction during the first few days. A passer-by taunts one of the artists 
who is in the middle of riveting her piece. But when the assembly of the 
pieces begins, the public can finally see the final result of the work.

Florence Hoffmann’s work Relax can be seen on the sculpture trail (no. 6), 
as well as her model in the present exhibition. 
Bruno Del Olmo’s work Appapacho and Andrei Varabyou’s work The Wind 
Rose can also be seen in the sculpture trail (no. 18 and no. 19).



Sung-Kyun Baek (South Korea), Florence Hoffmann (Luxembourg), Pilar 
Aldana Mendez (Spain/Colombia), Kingsley Ogwara (Luxembourg/
Nigeria), Maurizio Perron  (Italy),  et Elena Pinci Schneider  (Allemagne/
Italie)

The works on the Place de la Gare and the construction of the future 
skylight lead to the temporary relocation of the Gare Art Festival to the 
Place de Paris. 
The public’s perception of the festival has changed, since the artists are no 
longer confined behind barriers in groups of two, but are now gathered 
in a single large working space, delimited around its perimeter. 
Changes are also taking place within the Groupe Animation Gare. Pia 
Klein, the initiator of the Gare Art Festival, is handing over the reins to 
Yvette Lahmé. From now on, Florence Hoffmann will be working with her. 

The models of Maurizio Perron’s and Florence Hoffmann’s works can be 
seen in the present exhibition. 
Florence Hoffmann’s work Perspectives can be seen in the sculpture trail 
(no. 6), as can Sung-Kyun Baek’s work Floating Picnic (nos. 4 and 7) and 
Pilar Aldana Mendez’s work A Refuge for Travellers (no. 18). 

Aluminium



Oak wood

Aktham Abdul Hamid (Syria), Robert Harding (United Kingdom), Mensud 
Keco (Bosnia and Herzegovina), Marie-Josée Kerschen (Luxembourg), 
Michel Schiltz (Luxembourg) et Fritz Will (Germany)

The Syrian sculptor Aktham Abdul Hamid is participating in this edition 
of the festival. At this time, the international media are reporting on an 
increasingly worrying situation in his country. The subject seems thorny 
because he answers that everything is fine when questioned. It is only 
afterwards, and after learning that this sculptor is also the director of the 
Fine Arts Department of the University of Damascus and that he will flee 
his country in 2012, that the full extent of his silence is realized. 
However, during the 2011 edition of the Gare Art Festival, his pedagogical 
qualities were proven: he taught the handling of tools to a young visitor, 
even going so far as to let this little boy experiment these gestures on his 
sculpture.

The models of the works by Mensud Keco, Aktham Abdul Hamid and Robert 
Harding can be seen in the present exhibition.



Oak wood

Gérard Claude (Luxembourg), Yvette Gastauer (Luxembourg), Velislav 
Minekov (Bulgaria), Bonggi Park (South Korea), Elena Pinci Schneider 
(Italy/Germany) et Antonio Yesa (Spain)

A new feature introduced in 2011 is starting to cause a stir in 2012: the 
possibility for sculptors to incorporate another material into their work, 
up to a maximum of 10%. 
The artist Elena Pinci Schneider, for example, is integrating a box made of 
various elements into her tree trunk, as well as some fifteen small sheep 
made of plaster.
The Bulgarian artist Velislav Minekov, selected for a second time after a first 
participation in 2007, has shaped and prepared beforehand some thirty 
elements in white marble that constitute protuberances, like excrescences 
that are sculpturally associated with the wood.

The model of Yvette Gastauer’s work can be seen in this exhibition. 



Pierre calcaire

Hiroyuki  Asano (Japan), Manon Bertrand  (Luxembourg), Heather 
Carroll (Luxembourg), Stefan Esterbauer (Austria), Mario Lopes 
(Portugal) et Maurizio Perron (Italy)

2013 marks the return of stone and the debate on the dust produced by 
the artists who shape it. 
On Tuesday, RTL television broadcast a report praising the event. The 
next day, it was the other way around: a report posted on the RTL 
website stated that the cafe owners were upset about the dust. 
A petition against the Gare Art Festival was circulated. 
A solution was found to prevent the festival from stopping: watering the 
work area around the artists while they were working on the stone, to 
prevent the dust from spreading and thus try to calm things down. 
From this year on, the stone will no longer be carved. 



Béton

Yvette & Nora Gastauer (Luxembourg), Cosmin Hiristea (Romania), 
Thierry Lauwers (Belgium), Maurizio Perron  (Italy), Eduardo 
Waxemberg (Argentina) et Kristina Yosifova (Bulgaria)

The Gare Art Festival is open to the public: tours are offered during the 
creation, in partnership with the HMC League.
The festival is also open to young people, with the implementation of 
educational initiatives such as colouring books. 

Maurizio Perron’s work The Curtain can be seen as part of the sculpture 
trail (no. 14) and the educational booklets for young people can be seen 
in this exhibition. 



Béton

Pawel Chlebek (Poland), Özgür Görel (Turkey),  Florence Hoffmann 
(Luxembourg), Maurizio Perron (Italy), Placido Rodriguez Bonnin 
(Spain) et Rita Sajeva (Luxembourg). 

It is a real deluge with heavy rain, recurring, for most of the festival. These 
torrential rains worried the artists, especially because of the electrical 
outlets on the ground. 
The Gare Art Festival is celebrating its 15th anniversary and for the occasion, 
the idea of donating the sculptures to the Red Cross to be exhibited in the 
Colpach Park is starting to take shape. 

In the sculptures trail, you will find works by Özgür Görel, Tango (n°6), 
Should I Stay or should I go ? by Pawel Chlebek (n°15), by Placido Rodriguez 
Bonnin, Prometheus (n°17) or by Maurizio Perron, Duo (n°18). 



Argile cellulosique

Doris Becker (Luxembourg), Nicole Huberty (Luxembourg), Maurizio 
Perron  (Italy), Placido Rodriguez Bonnin  (Spain), Mihail Levchenko 
(Ukraine), Bodgan Adrian Lefter (Romania). 

Birth and presentation of the «COLP’ART» project with Patricia Dezwaef: a 
sculpture trail in the park of Colpach Castle in which 25 sculptures from the 
collection of the Groupe Animation Gare are exhibited, with the possibility 
of purchasing them for the benefit of the Luxembourgish Red Cross.  
Bogdan Adrian Lefter reinterprets cellulose clay in his own way and teases 
the artistic director, Florence Hoffmann. To create his work, he makes 
papier mâché and covers it with powder from crushed clay pots, calling it 
«Paper plus Clay», thus bypassing the imposed material. Florence, taken 
aback, cannot help but ask him about his strange technique, and for good 
reason!
The temperature under the station’s glass roof is such that the sculptures 
crack. Fortunately, cellulosic clay allows for easy repairs.

Maurizio Perron’s work Inside can be found in the sculpture section (no. 
20), as can Bodgan Adrian Lefter’s work Ballet Stretch (no. 22). 



Argile cellulosique

Rumen Dimitrov (Bulgaria), Maryse Linster (Luxembourg), Christiane 
Modert (Luxembourg),  Jorge Rodriguez (Spain),  Oleg Slepov (Russia) et 
Genti Tavanxhiu (Italy/Albania)

Luxembourg sculptor Maryse Linster is inviting the public to participate 
in her project. People are invited to model little heads which she then 
integrates into her work. Funny results guaranteed!
Three days into the exhibition, Genti Tavanxhiu’s sculpture collapsed. The 
artist, used to working with stone, did not master the clay technique very 
well and did not really listen to the advice given by his colleagues. This 
shows that mastering a technique adapted to the material is crucial!

The model of Oleg Slepov’s work can be seen in the present exhibition.



Oak wood

Carlo Abba (Italy), Burhan Mohammad (Palestine/Germany), Assy Jans 
(Luxembourg), Mihail Levchenko (Ukraine), Kei Nakamura (Japan), et 
Kristina Yosifova (Bulgaria)

A black year for the artists of the Gare Art Festival. An Iranian artist was 
initially refused a visa, despite his guarantees, declarations on his honour, 
and other numerous steps. The organisers called on Mihail Levchenko to 
replace him. Then, another artist unfortunately had a serious accident a 
few days before the start of the festival. The organisers ask Kei Nakamura 
to participate in her place, but the artist already has obligations for other 
events, so he can only stay for four days. 
In August 2018, the sculptures from the 2016 and 2017 editions will 
be fired in Bettembourg, thanks to custom-built kilns and the brilliant 
expertise of Gaby Heitz and Sylvain Divo. 

The model of Carlo Abba’s Beetween can be seen in this exhibition further 
on. You can also see his work in the sculpture trail (no. 22), as well as 
Mihail Levchenko’s Imbalanced Balance (no. 3), Kristina Yosifova’s The 
Secret Life of Spring (no. 11), Kei Nakamura’s Candlelight (no. 21) and 
Burhan Mohammad’s Twins (no. 22).



Oak wood

Hermann Gschaider (Austria), Anne Lindner (Luxembourg), Ayhan Özgür 
(Turkey), Maurizio Perron (Italy), Michael Rofka (Germany) et Nadine 
Zangarini (Luxembourg)

Due to the tram works, which use the Place de Paris as a storage place for 
materials, the Gare Art Festival has to move again. The so-called «Heinisch» 
square was then taken over, which created many logistical problems. For 
example, the two tractors transporting the trunks blocked the traffic in 
Dicks Street at the peak of office hours!

The model of Nadine Zangarini’s work can be seen in this exhibition, as 
can her work Urban Tree in the sculpture trail (no. 10). 
Michael Rofka’s Sound Station (no. 16) and Anne Lindner’s Humanity is 
Doomed (no. 22) can also be seen in this exhibition. 



Installations et matériaux variés

Artistes qui ont exposé en présentiel : Florence Hoffmann (Luxembourg), 
Miriam R. Krüger (Luxembourg), Anne Linder (Luxembourg), Richard Mignot 
(Luxembourg), Lis Prussen (Luxembourg), Jorg van Daele (Belgium), Nadine 
Zangarini (Luxembourg)
Artistes qui ont exposé en ligne : Oscar Aguirre Comendador (Cuba), Jehmp 
Bastin (Luxembourg), Heather Carroll (Luxembourg), Giulio Valerio Cerbella (Italy), 
Preben Chabert  (Danemark), Rossella Consalvo (Italy), Rossana Corrado (Italy), 
Bettino Francini (Italy), Yvette Gastauer-Claire (Luxembourg), Cosmin Hiristea 
(Romania), Katarzyna Kot-Bach (Luxembourg), Bogdan Adrian Lefter (Romania), 
Karen Macher (Peru), Lyudmila Mysko (Ukraine), Carolina Palmero (Argentina), 
Maurizio Perron (Italy), Philippe Pousset (France), Placido Rodriguez Bonnin (Spain), 
Henri Patrick Stein (France), Juris Svalbe (Latvia), Lele Trabb (Argentina), Tibor Toth 
(Slovakia), Miguel Angel Velit (Peru), Valeria Vitulli (Italy).

The year planned to celebrate the 20th anniversary, the pandemic has invited 
itself! In order to avoid the cancellation of the 2020 edition of Gare Art Festival 
and to continue to convey positive values, the anniversary edition is postponed 
and the online exhibition called CaseMates is organised. CaseMates is a story 
of companionship and solidarity, the idea being to stick together during this 
particular period. A call is made to artists to participate in this virtual gallery 
where each day a selected work is presented on the Festival’s social networks. 
Despite the health context, an exhibition is authorised for which 7 artists are 
invited to present various sculptures and installations under the glass roof of 
the station. 

You can find the model of Assy Jans’ work in the exhibition and his work Sunrise 
over the long and winding railroad in the sculpture trail (no. 2).


