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GARE ART FESTIVAL 
2020+1 

 
Although the Gare Art Festival should have marked its 20th anniversary in 2020, it is with an extra candle that 
it will celebrate it, and in the most beautiful way! With, among other things, a sculpture trail through the City 
of Luxembourg, this year's edition will be on a grand scale, from May 20th to September 10th 2021. 
 
 

1. The sculptures trail  
 

The Gare Art Festival is 20 years of creative work carried out over 7 days in situ in the heart of the station 
neighbourhood, as various building sites have transformed the urban environment. It is also more than 120 
national and international artists who have worked there, in turn with stone, wood, sand, concrete, cellulose 
clay or even aluminium. Of these numerous works, a selection of 30 of those that have lasted until now will 
be visible for 4 months, well beyond the station, via a circuit in 23 places, between public spaces and shop 
windows of Luxembourg City. 
 

Two routes are proposed (one of 3.3 km and the other of 6.9 km) with the starting point at Gare de 
Luxembourg and a possible return by tram for the shorter route. It should also be noted that both routes are 
accessible to people with reduced mobility. 
Don't want to start at the station? 
 

The sculptures trail can be started anywhere in the city and without a precise chronology, thanks to QR codes 
on the plinths of the artworks and flyers available in the partner locations, which provide all the explanations 
about the artworks and the artists, both in English and French.  
 
In addition, a programme of guided tours of the two routes will be set up during the festival, for which which 
you can register online. 
 

2. The 6x7x20(+1) exhibition 
 

At the end of the trail, the exhibition: 6x7x20(+1) from May 20th to September 10th at the “CSL - Chambre 
des Salariés de Luxembourg” will be an opportunity to discover the current works of a selection of 
Luxembourg artists who participated in the Gare Art Festival: Jhemp Bastin, Gérard Claude, Yvette Gastauer, 
Heather Carroll, Florence Hoffmann, Assy Jans, Anne Lindner, Maryse Linster, Christiane Modert, Nadine 
Zangarini and Nathalie Zlatnik. 
 

Besides presenting contemporary sculptures, thus linking the past and the present, 6x7x20(+1) is an 
opportunity to showcase the behind-the-scenes work of creation through archive photos of previous editions, 
which present many facets of this creative work carried out in situ, by 6 artists over 7 days, for 20 years, in 
different locations, in the heart of the Gare neighbourhood. Moments of conviviality, mutual aid, sharing and 
relaxation have been more than present during these last twenty years and have allowed, moreover, to weave 
a link with the spectators and the inhabitants of the Gare neighbourhood.   
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Models and casts of the sculptures are also on display, as they are privileged witnesses that inspire reflection 
on the process of artistic creation.  
Finally, the exhibition will provide an opportunity to take a close look at the 20 years of the Gare Art Festival 
project, which has existed since its inception thanks to the team of passionate volunteers of the Groupe 
Animation Gare asbl, actors and witnesses devoted to their neighbourhood since the 1960s, and without 
whom nothing would have been possible. 
 

In addition, a publication will be published, the only witness that will go beyond the exhibition, drawing up 
an illustrated history of the major stages of the festival, focusing on the small anecdotes as well as the major 
developments.  Its purpose is to keep a unique trace of these projects, their philosophies and their durability, 
so important for the intangible and human heritage of a neighbourhood, of a city, which moreover, is in full 
mutation. 
 

A fifteen-minute documentary film: "Gare Art festival: ces artistes qui sculptent vos étés" (Gare Art festival: 
these artists who sculpt your summers), signed by didascalie production, directed by Laetitia Martin and 
produced by Loup de Luppé, retracing the history of an emblematic neighbourhood of Luxembourg that has 
taken its destiny into its own hands, will be shown at the CSL as part of 6x7x20(+1). The film is structured 
around three categories of images: archives, interviews and sequences shot in situ during the last three 
editions, thus drawing up an engaging portrait of those who have marked, sanded, melted, engraved, pierced 
and above all coloured each of these 20 editions. But if the Gare Art Festival has been able to develop, it is 
also thanks to the inhabitants of the Gare neighbourhood. Thus, the documentary, with the help of archive 
images and personal photos, pays homage to those who gave the project a boost. 
 

3. The « traditional » sculpture symposium 
 

Last but not least: a 2021 edition of the traditional Gare Art Festival will take place in situ on the Place de la 
Gare from July 30th to August 6th 2021 and under the glass roof of the Gare de Luxembourg from August 
7th to to September 23rd 2021, with this year's theme: circular economy, which will replace the designated 
material, as has been the case for the past 20 years. Is this the dawn of a new era? Only time will tell! 
 

In the meantime, it is to celebrate its twentieth anniversary, plus one year, that the Gare Art Festival is taking 
on this singular scope, as is this nomadic festival which has produced 120 works, brought together 113 
artists of 38 nationalities and which has been criss-crossing the station neighbourhood for over 20 years! 
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The History of the Gare Art Festival 
 

2001: Mrs Pia Klein, secretary of the Groupe Animation Gare association, imagines holding a possibly 
recurring cultural event on the Place de la Gare and the Place de Paris, with the aim of trying to convey a more 
positive image of the neighbourhood. 
 

2003: The Gare Art Festival evolves into a sculpture symposium, an event that has become more professional 
thanks to the support of Florence Hoffmann. 
 

The Gare Art Festival becomes a gathering of Luxembourg and international professional sculptors : 
• who create in situ and in the open air, for one week; 
• monumental sculptures in a material that is identical for all but varies according to the edition; 
• in a didactic spirit to allow both art lovers and the general public, young and old, to observe how 

stone, wood, aluminium, concrete, clay and even an ephemeral material such as sand are worked 
and to witness the creation of a work, from A to Z. 
 

2016: 15th anniversary: the association Groupe Animation Gare donates the sculptures from its collection 
from the Gare Art Festival to the Red Cross Convalescence Centre in Colpach where they are displayed in the 
public park. 
 

"Quartier gare, sentier d'art" was the slogan devised by Florence Hoffmann with the idea and desire to 
perpetuate a cultural event that has become, over the years, an essential part of Luxembourg's cultural 
landscape, benefiting from the invaluable support of the City of Luxembourg and the CFL, the Ministry of 
Culture and private sponsors. 
 

2020 : 100% online festival. The artists have photos of their work published on the Gare Art Festival Facebook 
page to keep a link with the public. 
 

2021: 20th anniversary of the Gare Art Festival, a remarkable longevity compared to other festivals organised 
in the city or in the country.  
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The Groupe Animation Gare asbl 
 

The Gare Art Festival would not exist without the non-profit organisation Groupe Animation Gare. The 
commitment and perseverance of the committee of this association, notably in the persons of Mrs Pia Klein 
(initiator of the Gare Art Festival), Mrs Yvette Lahmé (current president), Mr Georges Arendt (former 
president), Mrs Marie-Thérèse Klein (mother of Mrs Pia Klein and co-founder of the Groupe Animation Gare) 
are exemplary. 
 

While the Gare Art Festival is the largest, it is just one of their many annual projects (Mother's Day, Father's 
Day, Senior Citizen's Day, National Day, bi-annual concerts by the Military Band, Advent Market, Gare Garage 
Sale). 
 

The Gare Art Festival thus brings together several cross-cutting interests:  
• Creatives: since its first edition in 2001, applications to participate in the Gare Art Festival have 

come from 61 countries. Records from 2009 to 2013 show an average of 77.2 applications per year 
for 6 places, from an average of 32 countries. In 2019, some 96 applications from 37 countries 
were received. 

• The station district: strengthening the positive image of the station district by organising a private 
action by a committed volunteer organisation and a visual artist who is committed to art and 
sculpture in her country. 

• The art scene: disseminating the potential of the national art scene by attracting the attention of 
international artists and art professionals through this cultural event. 

• The City of Luxembourg: promoting the image of a dynamic city through international artists and 
the tourism sector.  



 

Gare Art Festival 2020+1 | Press release | May 1st 2021 5/8 

Map of the sculptures trail  

CFL - Gare de Luxembourg
Symposium de sculpture
  • Création in situ 30.07 - 06.08
  • Exposition 07.08 - 23.09
Centre Scolaire Sociétaire et Sportif
Agence IMMMO
Manalena Concept Store | Av. de la Liberté 
BCEE - Spuerkeess
Parc Klein
Manalena Concept Store | Grand Rue
Galerie Hôtel Simoncini
Bierger-Center
Librairie Ernster
Vinoteca
Passage Roger Manderscheid
Fondation Pescatore 
Ascenseur Panoramique Pfaffenthal | ville basse
Funiculaire Pfaffenthal - Kirchberg | plateforme haute
Youth Hostel Luxembourg
Parc Mansfeld
Rives de Clausen 
Abbaye de Neumünster
Ascenseur du Grund | niveau Cité Judiciaire
Lieu d’exposition Wallis Paragon
Ville de Luxembourg | rue du Laboratoire
CSL - Chambre des Salariés du Luxembourg 
  • Exposition 6x7 x20(+1) 
       (8h-18h exc. W.-E.) 
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Partners 
 

- Ville de Luxembourg  
- Ministère de la Culture 
- Fondation Indépendance by BIL 
- AIESM - International Association for Monumental Sculpture Events 
- Administration des Bâtiments publics 
- Croix-Rouge luxembourgeoise 
- Chambre des Salariés Luxembourg CSL 
- Luxembourg Lifelong Learning Centre LLLC 
- Coopérative - Casino Syndical Luxembourg 

 
 
Logistic partners   
 

- Soludec SA 
- CFL  - Société nationale des chemins de fer luxembourgeois 

 
 
Participating locations    
 

- Librairie Ernster 
- Fondation Jean-Pierre Pescatore 
- Galerie Simoncini 
- IMMMO 
- Manalena Concept Store 
- Neimënster 
- SPUERKEESS 
- Vinoteca 
- Youth Hostel Luxembourg 
- Rives de Clausen 
- Espace d’exposition Wallis Paragon 

 
 
Organiser 
 

GROUPE ANIMATION GARE asbl. 
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Press contact 
 
Direction artistique  
Florence Hoffmann  
gareartfestival@gmail.com  
 
Coordination de projet 
Séverine Zimmer - SZCM sàrl 
hello@servicesforcreatives.lu 
+352 691 781 002 
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